EDPOL114 Spring 2016 Assignments for
 Introductory Group Project (It’s not about you!)  
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Instructions for Introductory Group Project – Professor Marie Sandy 
1. Schedule a time with your partners to set up a conference call or virtual chat if this is not possible –( see Assignments above).  Post options for the date and time of your triad’s call in the Triad Group Project Discussion Section – be sure to post your Triad number or the names of your triad members in the subject line of your post. You may also choose to email your partners directly. Plan to be on the phone about an hour, during which time you will participate in three conversations. (Triad 1, really a Quad, will take a bit longer). You will play a different role in each one of these conversations.  
2. Select one member of your team to set up your conference call. You can use your cell phones, Skype or other services.  If all else fails, contact me (sandym@uwm.edu) for other options. There is a simultaneous chat feature on D2L, but a typed conversation isn’t nearly as rich as one in-person or over the phone or Skype.
3. Everyone should have a pen, notebook and the conversation guide (page 4 of this document) with them for this call. All participants should begin by introducing themselves to one another. Then the listener/writer of Conversation 1 uses the conversation guide to ask questions of the first speaker and then listens and records this person’s responses. Use your notebook to record your responses!  I don’t recommend typing because this can be distracting and can even be perceived as being disrespectful to your speaker.  The speaker seeks to answer the questions as honestly – and as comfortably – as possible.  Hopefully this is an opportunity for you to be heard. The observer is the “silent listener” in this process. The observing silent listener does not need to take notes, but should practice listening to both people as carefully as possible.  How difficult or easy is this process? Is it tough to stay focused or to refrain from jumping in?
4. Switch roles and proceed with Conversations 2, then 3.
5.  You will submit a short paper (1 1/2 - 2 pages) on the person you listened to and will briefly describe your process of participating in this project.  How did it feel to be in all three roles? Were some questions easier than others? I recommend writing a draft of your paper as soon as you finish the call when your memory will still be fresh. Introductory Group Project Assignment is Due in Dropbox on Saturday, September  14 by 10:00 PM. 
Question Guide
“We become hopeful when someone tells the truth.” – Wheatley,2002,  p.19 

Would you share the story of your full and given name (including middle names, etc)? Who gave you these names? Do you have a nickname you would like to share?  

Describe an experience when you have felt deeply listened to and understood. (If you can’t think of such an experience, what would an ideal experience be like?)
To which community/ies do you belong?

What is your most prized possession?

What gives you hope?  What do you hope for?

What do you care about?

Do you have a “seed of discontent?”   Is there anything that disturbs you about the contemporary world we live in?  What do you see, and what are you experiencing in your life?

What would you like to see changed or improved in the world?

What do you believe would best motivate you to take action on this issue?


What could potentially discourage or prevent you from working on this issue? 

Why have you enrolled in this course?  What do you hope to learn?
What skills, qualities or attributes do you possess that could be used to work for a social change agenda? 
